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Dr. Aya Shimizu, a Japanese intern at the U.S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa, 000 0000000000000 00000O0OO0OOOO0OOOO0
checks the vital signs on a newborn baby. (See page 14 for story) J1400000000




Greetings to our friends

ERDE~DIRE

Lieutenant General Wallace C. Gregson
Commanding General, 111 Marine Expeditionary Force

Hello, and thank you for reading this first issue of Okina Wa. |
sincerely hope you enjoy reading this issue and learn something
new about your Marine Corps on Okinawa. The purpose of
OKki na Wa is to share with you a little about

the Marine Corps on Okinawa in order to fos-
ter continued understanding and friendship
between the military and local communities.
Through this publication we hope to keep you
informed about Marine Corps activities and
policies that affect the local communities or
are of general interest. We also wish to share
stories about the Marine Corps on Okinawa
with the hope that you can help us share good
news with other community members. Ad-
ditionally, we want this publication to help
dispel myths or rumors and clarify miscon-
ceptions about Marine Corps activities on
Okinawa. With this magazine we aim to in-
troduce some of the many voluntary com-
munity contributions made by Marines and
Sailors on Okinawa. And finally, we wish to
provide information on current and future
U.S. programs and policies that will have an
impact on the Okinawan community.

We very much wish for this publication to be useful as well as
informative. On page 17 you'll find information about our many
sporting events, such as soccer, swimming, softball, football, volley-
ball, basketball and tennis. If your athletic team is interested in par-
ticipating, please let us know. Sign up information is listed on page
17, and | encourage you to participate with us. Also, on page 18
you'll find a listing of on-base events that are open to the public, as
well as a reader-feedback column where we answer your questions
about the U.S. military on Okinawa.

Also, we welcome guest writers and contributors to submit ar-
ticles for this publication.

Although we are only able to print a small number of copies, we
have made this publication available on the internet. Please see the
back page for information on how to access this publication on-line.

Because Okinawa gives so much to us, we all want to give some-
thing back. We want to share with you the examples of friendship,
cooperation and togetherness that we experience daily as members
of the community.

I know that military members who have the opportunity to serve
in Okinawa make many lifelong friends. We are as dedicated to the
welfare and prosperity of Okinawa as we are dedicated to the de-
fense of Japan. | encourage local communities to talk to us directly
about how we may contribute, so that we may provide what is most
needed. | hope this publication can help foster our friendship.

I hope we continue to strengthen our mutual trust and confi-
dence, and enhance the welfare of our mutual community

Thank you.
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On the First Issue of

Okina Wa

OoooO0o0ooon

Hiroshi Hashimoto
Ambassador in charge of Okinawa Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Okinawa Liaison Office, Japan

With the Japan-U.S. Security alliance contributing to the peace
and stability of Asia and Pacific regions, I am well aware that the
U.S. Marine Corps on Okinawa is training
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round-the-clock for the smooth and effective
operation of the alliance. In order to achieve
this goal, it is highly important to build a good
relationship between the U.S. Marine Corps and
residents in the local Okinawan communities.
In striving towards maintaining and develop-
ing the Security alliance, the governments of
Japan and the United States continue to make
efforts to realign, consolidate and reduce the
U.S. military bases in Okinawa in order to re-
duce the burden of the people of Okinawa.
The Marine Corps on Okinawa has put forth
great efforts towards minimizing accidents and
incidents on Okinawa and towards promoting
the “Good neighbor” policy, especially through
their many community relations projects. |
would like to ask the Marine Corps on Okinawa
to continue to strive toward these goals. Pre-
vention of accidents and incidents and the
“Good neighbor” policy are inseparable as
though they were two wheels of a vehicle; both are equally needed
and either one is irreplaceable from the other.

Presently in Okinawa, various efforts are being made toward a
self-sustainable economy under the Fourth Okinawa Development
Special Measures; of which human-resource development is one of
the most important keys to achieving the goal. In order to promote
projects such as inviting direct investments from investors outside
Okinawa prefecture, including foreign countries, promoting tour-
ism, and establishing the world’s highest standard graduate school,
there have been growing calls for improving the English proficiency
of the entire prefecture. The volunteer English teaching program,
conducted by the Marine Corps as a part of the “Good neighbor”
policy, is an important program contributing not only to the smooth
and effective operation of the Japan - U.S. Security alliance, but to
the self-sustained development of Okinawa.

There are approximately 50,000 U.S. military personnel, family
members and U.S. civilian employees currently living in Okinawa,
of which more than 25,000 are Marine Corps active duty and their
family members. This first issue of the Japanese- English bilingual
magazine, a publication of the U.S. Marine Corps on Okinawa, is
expected to convey various news and information about the Ma-
rines, and | welcome “Okina Wa” as it will promote a better under-
standing between the Marine Corps and residents in Okinawan local
communities. In addition, printed in both Japanese and English, |
greatly expect the magazine to become a tool for its readers to im-
prove their command of English, and like the Volunteer English
Teaching Program, it too will contribute to the overall development
of Okinawa.
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Congratulations
“Okina Wa!”

Consul General Timothy A. Betts
American Consulate General Okinawa

I hope that this Japanese language publication will serve as a
useful and valuable resource for readers who want to learn more
about the U.S. Marines based in Japan. | know many Japanese are
curious about the activities of the U.S. Forces. As a diplomat in
Tokyo and Okinawa, | have been asked many questions about the
U.S. military, maybe more than on any other topic. The politicians,
officials, and ordinary citizens asking me these
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questions did not think alike on many issues, but
they all agreed on one point: they wanted to be
better informed.

While the many bonds of friendship that
exist between Americans and Okinawans are
strong and genuine, there are also many
misperceptions about U.S. military bases and
about the service members who live and work
here. | have the impression, for example, that
many people are not well-informed about the
make-up of the Marines here and their activities.
Some may be surprised to learn there are women
in the Marine Corps. In my two years here | have
worked with a woman General commanding the
3 FSSG, a woman Lt. Colonel commanding the
Marine’s Staff Judge Advocate’s office and have
had my 1D checked at the gates by women guards.
Some may think that Marines are sent to Okinawa to do training.
The Marines are not sent here to learn their job—they arrive fully
trained for their duties. Just as professional musicians have to prac-
tice every day to maintain their proficiency, Marines practice their
basic skills here in Okinawa. Large scale, combined arms training is
done outside Okinawa. Those Okinawans who believe that life here
would be somehow better if there were fewer Marines should con-
sider the fact that at any given time there may be up to 4,000 Marines
deployed off island in over 70 training exercises a year.

Military bases understandably generate concerns for residents
residing in nearby areas, whether that be Okinawa, Kanagawa or
Kansas. U.S. officials are committed to easing these anxieties to the
greatest extent possible. This commitment includes continuing sup-
port for implementing measures recommended in the Final Report
of the Special Action Committee on Okinawa (SACO). The Ma-
rines also work hard in other ways to foster goodwill and play a posi-
tive role in the communities in which they live. Readers of “Okina
Wa” may receive new insights about orientation briefings organized
for newcomers, measures to prevent incidents, award-winning envi-
ronmental programs, and the numerous initiatives and exchanges un-
dertaken, often by volunteers, to assist and support communities. |
hope “Okinwa Wa” will also serve as a forum to discuss not only
how Marines use and manage their bases, but also the reason why
bases exist here—to help preserve regional peace and stability.

Mutual trust and understanding can only occur when two sides
exchange information. Keep in touch with the editors of this publi-
cation! You can count on my support and best wishes as “Okina Wa”
embarks on what | am confident will prove to be a productive dia-
logue with readers in Okinawa and the rest of Japan.
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Urasoe City has prospered
alongside Camp Kinser
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Mitsuo Gima
Urasoe City Mayor

Before World War 11, the city of Urasoe was a typical farm-
ing village with an approximate population of 10,000. During
WWII, the city experienced a most tragic and harsh land-battle
which resulted in the loss of 4,000 lives, nearly half of the
entire city’s population. After the war, during which nearly
ever building was burnt to the ground in-
cluding, the city’s cultural assets, Urasoe be-
gan its restoration and successfully accom-
plished many social changes that had never
been seen before

In 1950, a flat land area located on the
west coast of the city was taken over by the
2" Logistics Unit of the U.S. Military.
Thanks to the job opportunities created by
the new base, the city’s population grew, pro-
viding the city with a more exuberant look.
Urasoe’s location next to Naha City, the capi-
tol city, also helped foster urbanization and
population growth. Urasoe quickly grew
from a village, to a city and finally received
recognition as a municipality.

When the administrative control of
Okinawa returned to Japan on May 15, 1972,
a portion of the land and some facilities used
by the U.S. Military were returned to the city. In 1990, the
entire Army Fuel Storage Facility, known as the “pipeline,” was
returned, which enabled the city to widen and pave many roads
as part of an ongoing urbanization project. Seizing on this
opportunity, the city has taken a systematic approach towards
a land-use plan. This article will discuss the returned land-use
plan as it relates to land owners and other organizations as well
as national policy.

Currently, one U.S. military facility located in Urasoe is
Camp Kinser (Makiminato) Fuel Area and Engineer Office,
which occupies 14.7% of the city land area. The Camp Kinser
area together with the city’s west coast, specifically, make up a
valuable part of the city’s development because the area im-
pacts many aspects of industry and urbanization.

Camp Kinser is located near the city’s traffic artery of High-
way 58 near the city’s downtown area. Accessibility of emer-
gency vehicles through the base was a concern for many people
because the Urasoe portion of Highway 58 is one of the heavi-
est-congested traffic areas during certain times of the, day ac-
cording to statistical data. In order to resolve this, an agree-
ment was signed in 2001 for the first time in Japan to allow the
city’s emergency vehicles to access Camp Kinser. 1, as the Mayor
of Urasoe City, express my gratitude to Brigadier General Willie
J. Williams, then Commanding General of Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, for signing the agreement for the citizens of
Urasoe, and | hope to work together toward a continuation
of the agreement.
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Honorary Marine returns to
Okinawa with new heart

HEBEHKR
=100 T iR Sl e

Maj. Douglas M. Powell

Shingo Arasaki, a 20-year old Tamagusuku Village resident, returned
to Okinawa April 7, 2002 after undergoing a heart transplant at the
University of California Medical Center.

Upon his arrival in the lobby of Naha Airport surrounded by his
family and many friends that supported him, he said how happy he is
to return home. “Being able to return to Okinawa, nothing makes me
happier than this. This is all because of
the support by many people. | truly ap-
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preciate everyone,” Arasaki said.

Arasaki, who suffered from a heart
muscle disease, first became involved
with the Marine Corps in December
2000 when Lower House member Mikio
Shimoji approached Lt. Gen. Earl B.
Hailston, then 111 Marine Expedition-
ary Force Commanding General, and
asked for assistance in finding medical
facilities in the United States where
Arasaki could potentially undergo a
heart transplant.

At the request of Hailston, the staff
of the U.S. Naval Hospital on Okinawa
volunteered time and effort to assist in
locating a U.S. medical facility capable
of providing the treatment Arasaki
needed. Once the UCLA Medical Cen-
ter agreed to accept Arasaki, the hospital staff kept in close contact
with UCLA Medical Center staff and Arasaki’s doctors. The heart
tranplant was completed on October 12, 2001.

Arasaki’s bravery in the face of adversity inspired the Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, General James L. Jones to visit Arasaki at
the hospital in California and dub him an honorary Marine, an act of
homage rarely afforded to foreigners.

“The Marine Corps has a history of people who have shown cour-
age, bravery and determination when faced with adversity,” Jones said
at Arasaki’s bedside. “In the Marine Corps, we value people who have
courage and character. In recognition of that bravery, we want to make
Mr. Arasaki a United States Marine.”

As the Commandant pinned a 14-karat gold eagle, globe and an-
chor pin onto Arasaki’s lapel, the young patient could find no words
to convey his emaotions.

After the surgery, Arasaki made a speedy recover. He was out of
the hospital eight days after surgery. In January 2002 he returned to
Osaka, Japan where he was monitored by doctors before returning to
his home in Okinawa.

Prior to Arasaki’s trip to California for surgery, U.S. military chap-
els on Okinawa raised $5,000 to offset medical expenses and donated
proceeds to a foundation to pay for the transplant.

In July of 2001, during his change of command ceremony, Hailston
presented a $58,000 check from the Department of Defense to the
Arasaki family to help defray the travel and lodging costs.
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Okinawan students gain
teaching experience

RADFEHEEAFER

KPP HA 2 L% L T B R EAT )

Staff Sgt. Nathan L. Hanks Jr.

Two Matogawa Junior High School students visited Kinser Elemen-
tary School as part of an on-the-job training program.

Yui Kouda and Chiharu Shiroma, both 14 years old and in the
eighth grade, taught other students and learned about a possible new
profession.

“This is the first time that we have
had students come to Camp Kinser

ooooL.000o0ooooooooo

ub1oooooom

for on-the-job training,” said Ichino
Kuba, community relations specialist,
Camp Kinser. “The purpose of the
on-the-job training is for the students
to visit an actual work place in the job
they want to do in the future. This will
help them decide if this is really what
they want to do.”

Kouda visited the class of Miyuki
Higa who is a Japanese Language
Teacher for the first grade at Kinser
Elementary School.

Kouda taught the American chil-
dren, in Japanese, their colors by us-
ing flash cards, which had color strips
on them. She also sang, in Japanese, a
song called “Head, Shoulders and
Knees.” While singing the song, the
children acted it out by touching their
heads, shoulders, knees and ending
with a clap.

“Teaching the children the song
was a good idea,” Higa said. “She
brought with her ideas that I did not
think about.”

During Kouda’s stay at the school,
she visited Katsuo Matsuda’s fifth grade Japanese Culture class.

“When someone else, other than myself, teaches the Japanese, this
provides a good learning experience for the children.” Higa said. “It
helps when they can see another person teaching who can speak and
write Japanese.”

“l want to be a teacher and to widen my point of view as an inter-
national/global person, so I can see and understand other cultures in
the other countries,” Kouda said.

After Kouda completed her lessons at Kinser Elementary School,
it was time for Shiroma to learn what it takes to become a translator,
which is her chosen field.

Shiroma said that she wanted to be a sports translator when she
saw a translator working for professional sports players while watch-
ing television.

Not only is Shiroma interested in translating for sports, she also
wants to translate for actors, actresses, and to become a bridge be-
tween two cultures.

She also found out that you need more than a degree to translate.

“Also, to be a good communicator, you not only have to know the
language, you have to understand the customs of the countries you're
translating for,” Shiroma said.

In addition, Kouda and Shiroma said that to become good in their
future professions they would have to be more focused and put more
effort into studying and learning their future jobs.

Staff Sat. Nathan L. Hanks Jr.
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i - Camp spotlight

JWTC: U.S. military’s
only jungle training site

Sgt. Stephen Standifird

Located within the single-canopy jungles of the northern area of
Okinawa, the Jungle Warfare Training Center allows Marines and
other U.S. service members to train in various jungle skills courses.

Located on 80.9 square kilometers, the hilly jungle terrain of JWTC
has prepared U.S. Marines since 1958 for missions and operations
around the world.

Consisting of unique and demanding mountainous terrain, dense
single canopy vegetation and often-harsh tropical weather, JNTC
has historically challenged Marines training in this environment.

Since the birth of the Marine Corps in 1775, 80 percent of the
conflicts involving Marines have been in jungle or tropical regions.
In addition, 68 percent of all violent conflicts occurred in jungle
regions since 1946, and one third of the earth’s land mass is located
in a sub-tropical/tropical environment. For the Marine Corps that

Oooooda@o Jwrc)
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means there is a good chance Marine could find themselves fighting
in the jungle. Currently JWTC is the only training area for the U. S.
Department of Defense that can provide jungle training.

JWTC offers a training area for units with up to 1,000 personnel
for 30 days. With more than 8,000 Marines being trained annually at
JWTC, the facility plays a vital role in preparing Marines for all types of
jungle warfare.

The six major courses offered at JWTC include the Jungle Warfare
Course, Jungle Skills Course, Jungle Trauma Course, Jungle Leaders
Course, Jungle Staff-Planners Course and Survival Evasion Resistance
Escape Level B training. Each course covers various jungles skills such
as patrolling, jungle shooting, land navigation and basic survival.

In addition, the Jungle Warfare Course is an infantry battalion-sized
exercise that lasts 26 days and concentrates on operations using com-
bined arms in the jungle. The Jungle Skills Course is a shorter class for
non-infantry companies that covers rear area security in jungle environ-
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ments. The Jungle Trauma Course is for medical personnelandteaches OO0 OO0 0000000 OODOOOODODOOOOODODOO
medical operations in a jungle environment. doooooopooooooooooooooooogo

The Jungle Leaders Course and Jungle Staff Planners Coursearefor OO0 0000000000 O0OODOOOODOOOOOO
staff leaders and covers various Oo0obOooooooo
periods of instruction such as his- oooopoooooooo
torical case studies, combat ser- oooopoooooooo
vice support, fire support and oooopoooooooo
force protection. ooooopooooooo

The SERE Level B course 00
teaches participants how to live ooooooooooon
in the jungle using primitive weap- gooooooooobn
ons, navigation with field expedi- oooooooooooo
ent aids while evading aggressors. oooooooooooo
Additional classroom instruction Ooo0ooooooogoo
on resisting force and escape tech- oooooooooooo
niques are included. oooooooooooo

Even with the added role as oooooooooooo
the sole jungle-training center, oooooooooooo
JWTC is scheduled to conduct a oooooooooooo
land revision that will return 34 oo0oooooooooon
square kilometers of land in 2003 oooooooooon
to the Government of Japan. ooooooooooon

The personnel at JWTC also 0300034000000
continue to be environmentally Col James S. McGreaor LU0 O00O00000OO00O0
conscious,astherearemorethan 0000000000000 00000000000oOoooooaOn Ooooooooooon
50 endangered, rare or threatened oooo
animals of various species that are JobooonopooonEEnonnonnooneeno000 oooooooooon
protected and cared for on and Hooo oooosooooooon
around the training center. oooopoooooooo

The Marines of JWTC stay involved with the surroundingcommu- O OOO0O000O00O0O0O0O0OOO0OODOOOOOODOOO
nity of Higashi, inviting them to a friendship day and playing playing 000000000 O0OOOCO0OO
numerous baseball and softball games with local citizens throughout odoooddooodooooooooooooo
the year. 000000000000 oooooooooon

gooooodoooodgon
DDDDDD oooooOoooooooooood
Oo00oooooooooooood
Oo00oooooooooooooo
Odobooooooooobom™ Ooobooooooooboooood

gbpooobooobboooboboobo
oboboooboboooboooooooo
BOOOOODOOODOOODOODOOO
goooooo
gbopoobboobooobboobooDoo

\ goooooooooooooooao
—t Ogo0ooooooooooooooa
ogooa
oooooad
000000000000 ooono
DDDSSSSSSSSSSSSS O00000000000000oa
oOoOoooono oog go0ooooooooooooooao
goooooOooooooooooa
Ooooooooooo o ooo bDodoobootdoobodoodn
Oo0000000OooOeoooono Oobooooooooooooooaa
0000000000 OOoOobObOoOo 4Obooooon
000000000000 15000 Od0o0ooooooooooon
OMOO00000ooooooooono bDooooooooboooooooo

ooobooooono
goooooooooobobobooo
goboooobooobooboooon
gooooobooooboooo oo
gobo4000000000000
oo@mooobooobooobooga
gob0ooboobboobobooooo

gobooboogooo
gooooooogg
good
ooono

oog
OO
oo
oo

ootoo

0o
Ho
Oo
Ho

Oo0gooogO
Ho
0O
OO

OogOooOopgD
ODOgooogd

OoOoooo
oooood

OoO0ooooQO
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

o e e s R
OooOpooOogO




L=
10  Unit Spotlight —

Making Friends DEDDEEHI DS
and Breaking A3 RIEDE

Cultural Barriers, - T
One Note ata Time -CIEPEZBAT
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Chief Warrant Officer .lim A. Ford. band officer. Ill MEF Band. takes Yuki Arakaki from the audiencetoheln OO0 O 0O0OOO0OOO0OO
conduct durina a nerformance at the Naao Cherrv Blassom Festival. Ford also aot the audience involved g g 20% [ID DD DD I:JD S S S S S
in the nerformance bv tellina them to sina alona when the hand nlaved a few local sonas. 0000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 O0oo0o0ooonooonoog
000A.00000000000000000000D0000000000000000000 ooooooooooooo
oo0oooooooooon
oo0oooooooooon
There is more to life than marches for the 111 Marine Expedition- OO Qo000 0000000O0O0O0O00OOOOOOO0O0O
ary Force Band stationed on Okinawa. While the band performsfor OO OoOOoOO0OO0O0OO0OOOOOOOO0OOOOCOOOOO
more than 150 military ceremonies inside the fences of the USMili- OO OooOoOoO0oO0O0O0O0O0OO0OOODOOOO0OO
tary Bases each year, the band has far more impact with the civilian 000000000 ooooooooooooooon
communities on Okinawa and around the Pacific Rimwhentheyleave Qo000 000000000O00O0O0O0OOOOOOOO
the bases and perform at more than 100 festivals, concertsand special OO OO OO0 0O0O0O0OO0O0OO0O0OO0OOOOOOOOO
events each year. The band is just as comfortable performingshow OO OO0OO0O0O0O0O00O0O00OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOO
tunes, movie themes, pop songs, rock, jazz, blues, Latinor Salsaasitis OO0 0000000000000 OOOOOOOO
marching to a military march or performing a symphonic classic. 0000000000000 00000 7026000 70
Comprised of fifty musicians, the band possesses diversemusical OO D00 000000000000 OCOO0OOOOO0O
capabilities. Formed in 1978, the unit performs as a concertband, OO QOO O
marching band, jazz band, and smaller groups such as rock band, jazz 0000000000000 ooo0oooooooog
combo, and brass quintet. In these various configurationstheorgani- QOO OO0 0O0O0O0OO0O0O0O0OO0OOOOOOOOOO
zation performs more than 300 commitments each year. 0000000000000 000000000000

Q

As the only Marine Corps musical unit stationed overseas, the
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111 MEF Band routinely serves as America’s musical ambassadors OO0 00000000 OOODOOO good
throughout the Western Pacific and Far East. FrommainlandJapan OO0 O00O00O0O0OO0OOOO0O0O suono7
to Australia, Thailand to Guam, and right here on Okinawathe Ma- OO0 O0O0O00OOO0OO0OOOOOOO

rines use their music to break
through all cultural barriers.

The band brings its spe-
cial musical blend to the lo-
cal community in many ways.
They perform in numerous
festivals both on and off
base. Every summer the
band stages an “Annual
Summer Concert” off base
to showcase its full range of
abilities and promote friend-
ship between the Marines
and Okinawans. This con-
cert is always free and open
to the public. This year’s
concert will be at 7:00 pm on
Friday, July 26 in the
Okinawa Convention Center
in Ginowan City.

The band also conducts

an annual “Friendship 0000000000000 0

Through Music” Concert

with the 1t Combined Bri-

gade Band of the Japanese Self Defense Force. In spite of the spo-
ken language barrier, the members of both bands work together and
present a musical production of rare quality, combining musical ele-
ments of both cultures. This year the concert will be September 28 at
the Okinawa Civic Hall in Okinawa City at 7:00 pm.

The 111 MEF Band will break into a new area of community ser-
vice during the next few months. Marine Bands in America have a
tradition of performing in public schools to educate and entertain
young people and inspire them to achieve high goals of education
and discipline. The Il1 MEF Band has provided this service for De-
partment of Defense Dependents Schools throughout the Far East.
Now, the band is looking forward to visiting some local Okinawan
schools to do the same thing.

As a part of the only forward deployed Marine Expeditionary Force,
the band is not only a group of musicians, but Marines trained to
serve in combat. Whether conducting field operations, providing music
for a military ceremony, or performing at an international community
relations event, the 111 MEF Band proudly stands ready to serve the
military and civilian communities throughout the Far East and West-
ern Pacific.
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APPRECIATION FOR THE
BOOK DONATION DRIVE

HEEEN

Ikuo Kakihana
President, Nago International Exchange& Friendship Committee

As result of the cooperation by the Army & Air Force Exchange
Service (AAFES) Post Exchange (PX) and young Marines on
Okinawa, a Book Donation Drive (BDD) by US Military families
was conducted June 23, 2001. Approximately 3,000 books were col-
lected and donated to children in Davao, Philippines.

As a part of the young Marines’ voluntary activities for the sum-
mer, they established a donation box at PXs located on bases at
Kadena, Foster, Kinser and Camp Courtney. They also distributed
flyers calling upon U.S. military fami-
lies and children to contribute books.
Since U.S. military families dispose
books when leaving the island, many of
them willingly contributed to the BDD.

In addition to the BDD by the
young Marines, Ms. Lillian L.
Yamashiro from Stearly Heights
Elementary School on Kadena
donated surplus textbooks left over
from the end of the semester. Also,
Consulate Alarcon from the Philip-
pine Consulate on Okinawa donated
used books through the U.S. military
Libraries he obtained at an auction.

Total of 13,454 books weighing
approximately six tons were collected.
Recruitment for sorting and packing
operation was published in the
newspapers where many volunteers
signed up. The books were organized
in 300 boxes, loaded into a ten-ton
container and transported to the Philippines. October 22, 2001, it
safely arrived at Davao and was immediately used as a Mobile
Book Library. The Library is used by disadvantaged children in the
province area and is greatly appreciated. Also, it was decided that
the academic library would be used for the Mindanao International
University that was newly established by the Philippine Volunteer
Association.

During four years in Nago City, elementary school children within
the City have gone to Davao to participate in the Recorder Contest.
They aslo experience the importance of environmental protection
through planting trees and promoting international environmental
education. Professor Kumihara and Assistant Professor Shima
from the University of Okinawa learned of the shortage of books
at the Book Mobile in Davao and consulted President Kakihana,
Nago International Exchange and Friendship Committee concern-
ing how to obtain English books. Using President Kakihana'’s
human network from his volunteering during the 2000 G-8
Summit, he was able to obtain cooperation from Ms. Carmen T.
Anderson, AAFES Headquarters, LtCol Gerald, Camp Courtney,
LtCol Hansen, Camp Foster and CWO Cressey-Neely, Camp
Kinser and the BDD was implemented. | would like to express my
appreciation for those who cooperated.

The BBD is a good example of the US-Japan cooperation
through the US Military on Okinawa. This type of US-Japan
cooperation is possible and will also serve as reutilization of
resources, so | would like to continuously request the US Military
relevant parties for cooperation.
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Family finds friendship
In Onna Village

Cpl Glen R. Springstead

The mayor of Onna Village of Tancha District, Takatsugu Yamashiro,
awarded a certificate of appreciation to a Marine Corps Base motor trans-
port maintenance chief earlier this year.

The certificate, given to Master Sgt. Donny R. Price, is the first one of
its kind awarded to an American. In the certificate, it states that the people
of Tancha District will always treasure the friendship shared between
them and greatly appreciate his contribution
to the community.

The small Okinawan township of Tancha
district has adopted the Price family, and the
friendship shared between them and the vil-
lagers has grown strong over the six years
the family has spent on Okinawa.

“We have adopted the village as part of
our family, and they have adopted ours,” Price
said. “We have watched each other’s families
grow over the years, and our friendships have
grown along with them.”

The friendship started in November 1995
when Price, who had just arrived on Okinawa
for his third tour, took his family out to the
American Village to give them an experience
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of Okinawan cuisine at one of the many res-
taurants. While at a restaurant, they met
Hiroyuki Seragaki, a retired Kadena em-
ployee, who was looking to make an Ameri-
can acquaintance. Price and Seragaki spent
some time chatting, and their friendship
started to blossom.

Over the following months, the two fami-
lies spent a lot of time together, exchanging ideas, thoughts and cultures.
Growing closer over the years, the families started spending holidays to-
gether, offering the Prices a surrogate family while living overseas.

“Often service members and families on island don't get out into the
community and meet the Okinawans and truly experience their culture,”
Price said. “If you approach them with respect, dignity and honor, then
you can find a friendship which will last a lifetime.”

As their camaraderie grew, Seragaki decided to introduce the Price
family to other families in the village. Over time, the Prices’ warm man-
nerisms spread throughout Tancha Village, and they were accepted into
the community with open arms.

Seragaki honors his friendship with the Price family and teaches the
younger Okinawans about the American people and their culture.

“I remember the American government was the first to help Okinawans
get back on their feet after the war,” said Seragaki. “They were here to
help feed us and rebuild Okinawa. Many younger Okinawans don't real-
ize this, so | try to teach them about American culture and encourage
them to meet American people.”

The family maintains a close relationship with the townspeople and
spends Christmas, Thanksgiving and Halloween, among other holidays,
with them, either in the town or at their own home.

“The townspeople have allowed us to do so many things with them,”
Price said. “The Okinawan people have taken such initiative to build a
friendship with us. We are lucky to have had this opportunity, and we
hold this friendship dearly in our hearts.”
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Lives, cultures touched
by caring hands

gooooboood
ooooo

Lance Cpl. Nathaniel C. Leblanc

American physicians and Japanese interns bridge the gap between
eastern and western medicine with the Japanese Physicians Medical
Education Program at the U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa.

The program is an American-style internship, in which six selected
medical school graduates learn the practice of clinical medicine as stu-
dent physicians. Board-certified attending physicians train them.

“In order to qualify for the program, the interns must have com-
pleted Japanese Medical School,” said Lt. Cmdr. Troy A. Dinkel, pro-
gram director. “The candidates are
then selected from a large pool of ap-
plicants, and the final six members of
the class are selected by evaluation of
their academic record, interpersonal
skills, and English abilities.”

“I have been pleasantly surprised at
how well our patients respond to our
Japanese interns,” Dinkel said. “I be-
lieve this positive response is not only
due to the interns’ impressive English
skills, but more importantly, to their
compassion and respectful demeanor.”

“As interns here, we learn how to
talk with the patients and take the time
to explain to them what the diagnosis
is,” said Dr. Katsuhide Kyo. “In Japan,
the doctors don't practice this very
much.”

Dinkel said the interns learn a lot
about doctor-patient relationship with
the program. As with American interns, they go through a year of
intense hands-on learning. The years of medical school are filled
with theoretical teachings, biochemistry and physiology, but it is dur-
ing internship year that the actual practice of medicine and patient
care becomes real.

“Internship runs from April to April in alignment with the Japa-
nese medical academic year,” Dinkel said. “The first seven months
are spent learning on the “core’ rotations, from emergency medicine
and family practice to pediatrics and psychiatry. The remaining five
months are spent learning various electives with specialists at the
USNH.”

By overcoming the language barrier, our interns allow us to work in
coordination with the local Japanese hospitals, Dinkel said. They pro-
vide us with quick transfer of patients from our hospital to the Ryukyu
University Hospital and Chubu Hospital, allowing us to provide lifesav-
ing services to patients which are not available at the USNH

Our interns perform these functions by facilitating the transfer of
patients for life saving interventions, Dinkel said. Therefore, unlike
their American counterparts, they can provide services to the com-
munity which their supervising physicians cannot.

Lance Col.Nathaniel C. Leblanc
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HSV to remain on Okinawa

Maj. Douglas M. Powell

The High Speed Vessel, named the “WestPac Express”, will con-
tinue to support 111 Marine Expeditionary Force in the coming years.
Military Sealift Command recently signed a $31 million, three-year lease
that will allow 111 MEF to continue using the HSV.

To date, WestPac Express has transported nearly every piece of equip-
ment in the Marine Corps inventory, excluding fixed wing aircraft, CH-
53E helicopters and M1-Al tanks. During the trial period, the HSV
even transported civilian fire trucks, in an effort to test the Marine Corps
ability to respond to potential requests for humanitarian assistance or
disaster relief.

The WestPac Express, was thoroughly tested and evaluated during an
exhaustive trial period that lasted 238 days, from June of last year to early
February. During the trial period, the vessel transported more than 10,000
Marines and more than 15.4 million pounds of cargo from Okinawa to
destinations such as mainland Japan, Korea, and Guam.

The HSV can move nearly 1,000 Marines and 300 tons of equip-
ment in a single load. If 111 MEF were to use aircraft to move this same
number of Marines and equipment it would require 14 to 17 military
aircraft spread out over a 14 to 17 day period in and out of Kadena.

111 MEFs utilization of the HSV also resulted in a sizable reduction
in the number of aircraft flights into and out of Kadena Air Base, which
has greatly reduced noise impact on the communities surrounding
Kadena Air Base.

Another significant benefit has been a decrease in road travel by
military trucks and buses in the more congested southern portion of
Okinawa in and around Naha. Convoys of Marine Corps personnel
and equipment from Camp Schwab and Camp Hansen to Kadena Air
Base and Naha Military Port were a common evolution and now have
been reduced significantly thus reducing the impact on both Naha traf-
fic and our Japanese neighbors.

Over the next three years, the HSV will be used extensively to trans-
port Il MEF Marines to training exercises in the region. The HSV will
continue to be berthed at Naha Military Port.

15
0000 Mm.O000000
gooobboo—HSVOooobobooboboooo
goboboooobooobboooboboooobobog
gooobgboobooboooboboboooboobg
goHsvOoooboooooBboooobooooobo
ooooooog
goooboHsvVODOODOoOOoDOcH-58E000ngonon
MI-AlODODOO0oDoDobDoOobooobooboooogon
gbopoboboooobooboobobbooboonbg
oboooooboobooboobooorsvoooooobooon
goooooo
HSvOOOoOooooooooooooedbonoOo200
gbooobo0bzss0oonooonooonoonbooonodsy
gipgobooboik4o0oobonooonoonboonDg
gooobooboboobooboobobobo
HSvOooooooooooooooooooobooobo
oo0moboooboooobobooboooobong
oooboobdobD40b17y000b0O0D 4000 170
goooooooog
goooboobHrsvobDooboooboooooooon
goboobobgoobobooboboobobomog
gbooobooboobobooooboooogobooogoooo
oooooo
ooobobobooboooDomobooboboboboo
gboooooboobooboobobooobooogoboo
gboooboobobboboobobooooboobg
gobbobooobobooobobooboboobooonbg
goooboooobooboobobooboobobog
oooobobooomooboboooboooobooog
gooboooobooobboooboboooboboo
oo
HSvOOooOooooooboobooboobooobooboo
obooooobooooobobooooobooogorsvo
gooooobgobooobooobgn

-ALUSTFAL.COM | |

oooo0 p.OoOooood

0oooooooooOO0OO0OD0OO0O0000O0O000000O00O0KVOOO0O0O0000000000000000O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O00O0O0
gobooooooobooooooooooooooOooOooooooOoboOoOoobOboOoOooboboOoOoooObo



16

=

Soccer tournament
unites children

ﬂvt TEIEh3
Hr-650KE

Lance Cpl. Cindy L. Hottle
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The military community and residents of Tomigusuku City 0200000000000000502000000
celebrated the 2@ Annual MCCS-Tomigusuku International Friend- OO0 0000000000000 OCOO0OOOOOO0O
ship Youth Soccer Tournament at the Camp Foster Field House in 0O 00 0000000000000 O0OOCOOOOOOO
May. oooooooo
The purpose of the event was ooooooooooad
to develop friendships with the oooooooooooo
Tomigusuku people through a oooooooooooo
youth sports exchange program. ooooooboooooo

The program was initiated 00O00O00oodo 2000
in 2000, when the residents of ooe80000oonon
Tomigusuku City invited military ooooooooooon
children to participate in the G- oooooooooood
8 Summit Baseball Tournament, 1= ! | JOodopoooooood
which included youth teams Lance Col.Cindv . Hottle 000000000000
from mainland Japan and the COOOOOOO0 DOOOOOOO(@OVS.0ODOO0OOOOD o0odoOoooooggd
United States. A year later the ooooooodoooog
military responded with an event of their own. ooooooooo

The games this year consisted of four teams from Tomigusuku O00000000000o0o0ooooooooooog
City and four American teams. The Tomigusuku City teamswere:the FCO OO D GMCOO DO OO DOOODOOOOOO0ODOOOOODO
Iraha Shooters, Ueta FC, Tomishiro GMC and Tomigusuku Kickers. 00000000000000000000000000D0DO0O0O
The American teams included: the Kinser Wolverines, the Blue Knights 00000000000 000000000000000O000OOO
from Camp Courtney and the Wolverines and Fighting Dragons,both 040000 000000000000
from Camp Foster. 00D0boooooooboooobooooooog

The day’s action concluded with an awards ceremonyandall OO0 00O0000000O0000O0OO0OOOOOOOO
participants received a commemorative coin. First place wenttothe OO0 0000000000 0O00D0COFCOOODOOO
Kinser Wolverines, and second place wentto Ueta FC. Thetwoteams OO0 000000000000000D00OOOOOOOOO
received trophies, and each player was presented a medal.
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa/subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be viewed
in .PDF format on-line or download off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan com-

munity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and

persons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and

in the region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessar

official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Gov-
ernment or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by the
Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler
098-892-5111 ext. 645-0793

Okina Wa is on the web at www.okinawa.usme.mil/okina_wa

Commanding General, Marine Corps
Base Camp S. D. Butler
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